WHITMAN  GIVEN  VOTE  OF  CONFIDENCE  IN  POLL 


Roy  H*»»  of  Woitorn'i  Market  Retcorch  Divljion  tabulated  approximately  1,300  repliei  in  the  recent 
Whitman  coin  collectors  survey. 


The  votes  arc  in  and  counted,  and  we 
have  some  fresh  views  on  how  today’s 
coin  collector  looks  at  his  hobby,  the 
trade,  and  Whitman.  The  overall  pic¬ 
ture  is  most  gratifying.  Modem  col¬ 
lectors  in  general  are  a  happy  group. 
They  are  enthusiastic  about  their  hobby, 
astute  and  positive  about  their  goals, 
and  eager  to  specialize  in  whatever 
pleases  them.  Most  arc  quite  satisfied 
with  existing  coin  supplies  and  hobby 
aids  and  only  desire  additional  similar 
products.  Many  who  participated  said 
they  thought  all  Whitman  products 
were  excellent. 

The  primary  goal  of  our  survey  was 
to  determine  if  users  of  the  Whitman 
Bookshelf  Coin  Albums  wanted  spaces 
added  to  accommodate  the  new  proof- 
only  coinages  of  the  San  Francisco  mint. 
During  this  year  and  last,  the  dimes, 
quarters,  and  halves  struck  at  that  mint 
were  all  proofs  and  were  not  released 
for  general  circulation.  This  situation 
is  unique  in  modern  United  States  coin¬ 
age,  and  each  collector  must  decide 
for  himself  whether  or  not  to  collect 
them  in  his  date  and  mint  sets.  Thus  we 
went  directly  to  the  collector  for  his 
opinion. 

Early  last  year  we  started  a  quiet  sur¬ 
vey  by  asking  dealers  and  club  members 
about  including  these  spaces  in  the 
Whitman  blue  39^  coin  folders.  With¬ 
out  exception  the  answer  was  “No.” 
The  reasons  were  many  and  cogent, 
identical  to  our  own  contentions,  and 
the  final  decision  was  easy.  But  Book¬ 
shelf  users  arc  a  different  group;  we 
needed  to  know  more  about  their  wants. 

Did  we  reach  our  customers?  Em¬ 
phatically  yes.  And  they  gave  us  posi¬ 
tive  direction.  Of  the  nearly  1300  rc- 
sjxmses,  575  voted  against  including  the 
proofs  and  500  voted  for;  200  ofTcred 
no  opinion.  Armed  with  this  informa¬ 
tion,  we  are  going  ahead  with  plans 
to  produce  two  types  of  Bookshelf  Al¬ 
bum,  the  regular  ones  for  circulating 
coins,  and  a  new  scries  that  will  include 


the  proof -only  coinage.  Since  the  de¬ 
mand  is  there  for  both  types,  we  will 
thus  accommodate  all  collectors. 

OPINIONS  OFFERED 

Those  who  gave  reasons  for  or  against 
including  the  proof-only  coins  followed 
a  general  pattern.  Their  comments  can 
be  summarized  as  follows: 

FOR 

AVAILABILITY— They  arc  avail¬ 
able  and  arc  expected  to  be  common 
enough. 

STATUS — They  are  legitimate  coins, 
collectible,  interesting  and  worth  dis¬ 
playing;  they  were  minted  and  arc 
wanted  regardless  of  whether  they  are 
proofs  or  regular  strikes;  they  are  a 
challenge;  they  arc  logical;  they  are 
there;  proofs  are  represented  in  other 
albums;  proud  to  display  them. 

COLLECTING  PREFERENCES— 
These  voters  preferred  proofs  and  reg¬ 
ular  strikes  together  for  such  reasons 


as:  collections  would  otherwise  be  in¬ 
complete;  first  “S”  mint  Kfy,  25<,  and 
50<?  since  1955;  a  belief  in  logic  and  con¬ 
sistency  with  respect  to  mint  mark  con¬ 
tinuity;  general  interest. 

VALUE — Increases  value  of  collec¬ 
tion;  good  investment;  good  future  as 
single  proofs. 

AGAINST 

AVAILABILITY— Not  a  regular  is¬ 
sue;  not  in  circulation;  must  buy  from 
a  dealer;  hard  to  find  a  place  to  buy 
them;  not  common;  low  mintage. 

VALUE — Price  of  proofs  high,  en¬ 
couraging  speculation;  might  be  a  poor 
investment. 

COLLECTING  PREFERENCES— 
Proofs  belong  in  sets  and  in  original 
holders;  don’t  belong  in  same  album  as 
circulation  strikes;  albums  arc  for  cir¬ 
culating  coins  only;  not  enough  protec¬ 
tion  in  albums  for  proof  coins. 

RESULT  IF  HOLES  ARE  PRO- 
( Continued  on  page  2) 


STAMP  STOCK  BOOKS 
HAVE  COLORFUL  COVERS 


£ Master 


Every  stamp  collector  needs  stock 
books,  and  Whitman  now  has  two  new 
ones  that  are  bound  to  please  everyone. 
These  are  without  doubt  the  most  at¬ 
tractive  stock  books  ever  marketed.  The 
cover  of  each  shows  a  montage  of  stamps 
as  background  for  a  center  stamp  in 
full  color  accented  with  lines  for  a  3-D 
effect.  Eye-catching?  Yes,  but  practical 
and  low-cost  also. 


MONITOR 

■  STOCK  BOOK 


The  handy  Monitor  Stock  Book,  No. 
6600,  is  designed  to  retail  for  only  39^, 
and  the  giant  Master  Stock  Book,  No. 
6602,  for  $2.00.  Now  ready  for  immedi¬ 
ate  distribution.  Collectors  will  be  ask¬ 
ing  for  them — order  today. 


COMING  SOON 
MARK 

YOUR  CALENDAR 


RED  BOOK  day  is  fast  approaching. 
Be  sure  to  plan  accordingly.  The  tradi¬ 
tional  red-letter  day  is  July  1.  Many 
new  price  changes  this  year,  and  col¬ 
lectors  will  need  this  updated  informa¬ 
tion. 

CURRENT  COINS  is  now  out  of 
stock  and  a  new  edition  is  being  pre¬ 
pared.  Expected  delivery  date  is  August 
29.  Plenty  of  time  left  to  sell  your  re¬ 
maining  inventory. 

CANADIAN  COINS  is  also  now  out 
of  print.  Mr.  Charlton  is  hard  at  work 
on  the  next  edition.  Delivery  expected  by 
mid-August. 

DEALER  ORDER  BLANKS  were 
delayed  by  labor  difficulties.  Should  be 
ready  for  mailing  within  a  few  weeks. 

COLLECTORS’  OPINIONS 
GIVEN  IN  WHITMAN  POLL 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

VIDED  —  Discouragement  —  com¬ 
plete  collections  difficult,  unfilled  holes 
for  beginners  (adolescents);  many  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  want  spaces  for  proofs. 

THE  NEW  ALBUMS 

Three  special  albums  will  be  added 
to  the  Whitman  series  to  take  care  of 
these  proof  coins.  These  should  be  ready 
for  distribution  to  the  trade  by  Septem¬ 
ber.  They  will  look  like  the  present 
Bookshelf  Albums  in  every  respect,  but 
will  have  holes  marked  for  proof-only 
issues.  A  collector  of  quarters,  for  in¬ 
stance,  will  be  able  to  choose  between 
the  standard  No.  9419  quarter  album 
for  regular  coins  and  the  new  No.  9588, 
which  will  include  1968-S  and  1969-S 
proof  issues. 

These  new  albums  will  have  distinc¬ 
tive  stock  numbers:  9587  for  dimes, 
9588  for  quarters,  and  9589  for  halves. 
The  cover  will  state,  “.  .  .  including 
proof-only  issues.”  Because  of  space 
limitations  in  the  present  standard  dime 
Bookshelf,  the  new  dime  series  will  con¬ 
tain  three  pages  instead  of  two.  Later 
production  of  the  regular  No.  9414  will 
also  have  three  pages  to  take  care  of 
future  needs  of  the  collector. 

WHO  PARTICIPATED 

Survey  cards  were  sent  to  over  5,000 
former  subscribers  to  the  Whitman  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Journal.  These  arc  all  coin  col¬ 


lectors  and  many  of  them  are  users  of 
Bookshelf  Albums.  We  received  addi¬ 
tionally  60  to  75  personal  letters,  calls, 
and  comments  from  other  sources.  The 
nearly  1300  card  returns  represented 
approximately  20%  of  the  people  con¬ 
tacted — an  exceptional  return  by  any 
standards. 

Responses  were  from  all  fifty  states 
and  many  foreign  countries.  Most  over¬ 
seas  collectors,  however,  offered  no  opin¬ 
ion  on  the  Bookshelf  question.  New  York 
led  all  other  states  in  replies,  followed  by 
California,  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  Florida, 
and  Texas,  in  that  order. 

Sixty-six  per  cent  of  the  domestic 
collectors  answering  were  over  thirty 
years  of  age  and  overwhelmingly  male. 
Seventy-eight  per  cent  of  the  foreign 
collectors  (subscribers)  were  over  thirty. 
There  was  a  slight  drop  in  the  number 
of  domestic  collectors  between  the  ages 
of  15  and  20,  as  compared  to  the  age 
groups  on  cither  side  of  this  age  bracket. 
The  interest  in  collecting  of  the  8-14 
and  20-29  age  brackets  was  almost 
identical.  The  lower  returns  in  the  20-29 
age  group  may  be  explained  by  the  in¬ 
tensified  schooling  at  this  age  and  fam¬ 
ily  formation. 

Thirty-eight  per  cent  had  been  col¬ 
lecting  from  one  to  five  years,  twenty- 
five  per  cent  from  six  to  ten  years,  and 
thirty-seven  per  cent  over  eleven  years. 

The  average  Bookshelf  user  owns 
thirteen  albums.  Over  8,000  albums 
were  reported  as  being  owned  by  those 
who  answered. 


WHERE  COIN  SUPPLIES  ARE 
PURCHASED 

The  majority  of  domestic  collectors 
replying  to  this  question  purchased  their 
supplies  from  coin  dealer,  by  mail,  from 
department  stores,  discount  stores, 
hobby  stores,  variety  stores  and  other, 
in  that  order.  There  were  1,145  replies 
to  this  question  from  906  collectors,  so 
we  received  a  multiple  response  to  this 
question  from  some  respondents. 

Identical  responses  as  to  source  of 


supply  were  received  from  the  foreign 
collectors.  Overwhelmingly,  the  coin 
dealer  was  the  source  of  supply  for  the 
greatest  number  of  collectors,  but  the 
surprising  thing  was  the  strength  of  the 
mail  order  supplier.  The  variety  stores 
appeared  very  weak,  but  some  of  this 
weakness  may  be  attributed  to  the  sam¬ 
ple  being  composed  of  very  sincere  col¬ 
lectors.  The  8-14  year  old  collectors 
comprised  the  only  group  mentioning 
the  variety  store  as  a  major  source  of 
supply. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMENTS 

One  of  the  questions  in  our  survey 
asked  for  comments  and  suggestions 
about  Whitman  coin  products.  The  an¬ 
swers  were  numerous  and  revealing. 
The  majority,  we  arc  proud  to  say.  spe¬ 
cifically  stated  that  they  liked  all  of  the 
Whitman  products;  many  said  their 
only  wish  was  for  more  coin  accessories 
and  books.  Quite  a  few  mentioned  the 
need  for  more  albums  for  foreign  coins, 
medals,  or  error  coins. 

Some  of  the  items  requested  arc  al¬ 
ready  in  the  Whitman  line,  but  ap¬ 
parently  not  readily  available  through 
some  dealers.  Other  requested  items  are 
in  the  planning  stage,  and  a  few  arc  so 
timely  that  wc  arc  sure  we  will  want  to 
produce  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  negative  side,  some  respon¬ 
dents  made  legitimate  complaints  about 
imperfect  books,  Bookshelf  Albums  that 
had  come  unglued,  and  one  offered  a 
correction  for  the  world  coin  catalog. 
All  of  these  comments  will  receive  our 
closest  attention.  Some  of  the  sugges¬ 
tions  were  a  bit  impractical,  but  all 
were  certainly  most  welcome. 

Summing  up,  the  survey  was  an  over¬ 
whelming  success.  As  a  result,  wc  feel 
that  wc  now  know  our  collectors  much 
more  intimately  and  can  better  serve 
their  needs.  Their  friendly,  intelligent 
comments  arc  a  grand  encouragement 
for  us  to  continue  trying  to  serve  col¬ 
lectors  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  It  is  a 
great  morale  booster  to  learn  how  much 
they  miss  the  Whitman  Journal  and  to 
hear  that  they  think  Whitman  products 
arc  the  best. 


STAMP  KITS  APPEAL 
TO  YOUNG  AND  OLD 

Whitman  has  just  released  two  be¬ 
ginner  stamp  kits,  which  arc  bound  to 
excite  the  younger  collector.  These  arc 
packed  in  a  sturdy  four-color  package, 
shrink  wrapped  for  protection  and  eye 
appeal.  Suggested  retail  price  is  $2.95 
for  each  kit. 


No.  6737  is  for  United  States  stamps. 
It  contains  the  updated  Frontiersman 
hard-cover  Stamp  Album,  packet  of 
stamps,  hinges,  a  strong  pocket  stock 
wallet  and  the  popular  l>ooklet,  Let’s 
Collect  Stamps. 


No.  6738  is  for  worldwide  stamps.  It 
contains  the  updated  Crusader  hard¬ 
cover  Stamp  Album,  packet  of  stamps, 
hinges,  a  strong  pocket  stock  wallet,  and 
a  copy  of  Let’s  Collect  Stamps. 

DELUXE  KITS 

For  the  adult  collector,  or  for  the  se¬ 
rious  young  adult,  we  have  prepared 
three  other  stamp  collecting  kits,  each 
packed  in  its  own  sturdy  box  with  four- 
color  cover,  shrink  wrapped.  Suggested 
retail  is  $12.95  for  each  one,  as  follows: 


No.  6531,  for  the  United  Slates  stamp 
collector,  has  the  updated  Lincoln  Al¬ 
bum,  looseleaf,  a  pocket  stock  wallet, 
WHIT-PERF  perforation  gauge,  stamp 
hinges,  magnifying  glass,  stamp  tongs, 
check  list,  packet  of  stamps,  watermark 
tray,  the  booklet  Let’s  Collect  Stamps, 
and  a  copy  of  The  Gibbons-Whitman 
Stamp  Monthly. 


UNITED  NATIONS 

STAMP  COLLECTING  KIT 


No.  6532,  for  the  United  Nations 
stamp  collector,  has  the  updated  United 
Nations  Stamp  Album  for  singles  and 
imprint  blocks,  in  looseleaf  form,  as 
well  as  Supplement  #1  through  1967, 
a  pocket  stock  wallet,  stamp  hinges,  mag¬ 
nifying  glass,  stamp  longs,  check  list, 
packet  of  stamps,  Let’s  Collect  Stamps, 
WHIT-PERF  perforation  gauge,  and  a 
copy  of  The  Gibbons-Whitman  Stamp 
Monthly. 


No.  6533,  for  the  Canada  stamp  col¬ 
lector,  has  the  updated  Canada  and 
Provinces  Album  (with  color  plates), 
looseleaf,  pocket  stock  wallet,  WHIT- 
PERF  perforation  gauge,  stamp  hinges, 
magnifying  glass,  stamp  tongs,  check 
list,  packet  of  stamps,  Let’s  Collect 
Stamps,  and  a  copy  of  The  Gibbons- 
Whitman  Stamp  Monthly. 


LATEST  SUPPLEMENTS 
READY  FOR  COLLECTORS 

Supplements  arc  the  fuel  that  keeps 
philatelists  going.  They  are  important 
to  all  collectors  for  the  continuation  of 
their  stamp  sets  and  are  a  “must”  for 
every  dealer’s  stock. 

Several  up-to-date  Whitman  supple¬ 
ments  have  just  been  completed  for  the 
following  albums.  Each  is  ready  for 
deliver)'  to  you  through  your  supplier. 

No.  6551 — 1968  supplement  for  the 
Lincoln-Constitution  Album,  contains 
the  Ryukyu  Islands  in  singles.  Suggested 
retail  $1.50. 

No.  6558-1968  Supplement  for  the 
United  Nations  stamps  in  singles  and 
imprint  blocks.  Suggested  retail  $1.00. 

No.  6585  1968  Supplement  for  the 

Canada  and  Provinces  Album  in  singles. 
Suggested  retail  $1.00. 

No.  6575 — 1968  Supplement  for  the 
United  States  Commemorative  Plate 
Block  Album.  Suggested  retail  $1.25. 

No.  6538 — 1968  Supplement  for  the 
Voyager  World  Wide  Album.  This  is  a 
big  one,  224  pages!  Suggested  retail 
$3.00. 

SPECIAL  HOLDERS  FOR 
CANADIAN  MINI-COINS 

Collectors  on  both  sides  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  border  have  been  asking  for  holders 
to  protect  their  coveted  new  small-sizc 
Canadian  halves  and  dollars.  The  coins 
have  made  such  a  hit  with  hobbyists 
that  they  can  scarcely  be  found  in  circu¬ 
lation,  even  though  the  mint  has  speeded 


up  production.  The  coins,  first  released 
in  1968,  are  made  of  nickel  and  are  a 
necessary  addition  to  most  collections. 

Folder  and  album  users  will  find  the 
proper  size  holes  in  all  newly  produced 
Whitman  products,  but  of  course  pre¬ 
vious  years’  models  could  not  anticipate 
the  change.  Many  collectors,  though, 
want  individual  holders  for  single  coins 
or  year  sets,  so  these  had  to  be  produced 
also. 

For  mint  sets  we  have  made  a  com¬ 
panion  to  the  standard  plastic  2"  x  7^" 


holder  No.  9734.  The  new  holder  for 
coins  from  1968  to  date  is  No.  9788. 
Both  numbers  are  packed  25  per  box 
and  retail  for  45?  each. 

Individual  coins  can  be  protected  in 
the  sturdy  2"  x  2 "  plastic  holder  No. 
9809  for  the  mini-dollars,  and  No.  9746 
for  the  mini-half.  Like  all  of  the  other 
sizes  in  this  unique  plastic  line,  the  sug¬ 
gested  retail  price  is  only  10?  each,  surely 
the  biggest  bargain  of  the  year. 

PRICE  INCREASE 
REMINDER 

Rising  costs  of  production  and  ma¬ 
terial  price  increases  have  made  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  increase  the  dealer  price  on  the 
following  four  Whitman  coin  supply 
items. 

Be  sure  to  enter  these  new  suggested 
retail  prices  in  your  records. 

No.  9710  Vinyl  3-Ring  Binder,  $2.50 
each. 

No.  9252  Acetate  Fractional  Currency 
Holder  (small  size),  15?  each. 

No.  9253  Acetate  Standard  Currency 
Holder  (medium  size),  19?  each. 

No.  9254  Acetate  Large  Size  Currency 
Holder,  25?  each. 
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